Some Figures and)
Facts:

'Ilp‘ll atrendance
for the last sehool
YEAr wast
Seplember 256,
Cretober 520 Movember 482;
[recembor 319, January 315
February 364; Mearch 328;
Agpril 455; a4 70;
June 374 for o total of 3883
students. Revenue from stu-
dents was $1%.415.00.
215 vohmteer hours resulted
in the interior of the schoel-
house being painted over the
summer, 4 new sun shelters
have been purchased for our
outdoar activitics,
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Greetings from the Schoolmistress

hem 1 returned to  the
Schoolhouse on & sunmy
September morning | was
delighted by the sight that
mel my eves: the place had heen trans-
lormed! From the gleaming hardwood
Moors o the beautiful  freshly-painted
woodwork, it leoked fabulows - and ready
for the thousands of voung people who
would inbabit its classroem this vear,

The 2000-2001 school vear was a busy
one. 3883 students from 33 schools had
their studies enriched by spending a day
travelling hack in time at the Ofd Britan-
nia Schooltheuse, The coming vear looks
Just as busy. We are [ully booked again
with over |70 davs schedulzd. T look for-
ward to each and every one of them

Each day beging with the sound of the

many Grade 35! and, of course, a solemn
porteait of CQueen Wietoria, Hut what they see
i5 just the beginging - it's the studems who
hring the schoolhouse w Tife.
After a guick guestion-and-answer session
and a review of the rules they'll need 10 know
to be good |Sh century pupils, the real fun
begins. Working in role, the children explore
a tvpical 19th century school dav, with all of
it's drifls und lessons - and even the ocea-
sional punishment! And what unfolds is often
magical, The power of imagination tekes
ower, personalities emerge and an clement of
fun becomes central 1o the learning that takes
place. There s oo beller way 1o learn about
history than to live it, The role-play offers
students the chance to experience firsthand
arother time and another plage. |1 often pro-
vides those students who may struggle in
their  repular  class-

(newly refurbished!)
sehool bell ringing
a5 the children race
o ling up - bovs in
e fine, girls in an-
other, of  eourse!

room the chande to
shime, The students'
nataral  curiosity 08
ispired and the de-
sire 1o learn hecomes
apparent,

When 1 open the

doar T am greeted by more than twenty
shining faces ready 1o step back in time
with me, The girls are wearmyg dresses
and pigails, the boys have suspenders and
‘short pants'. Each child elutches his or her
‘dinner’, some wrapped ina tea-towel, oth-
ers carmied in a buskel or lunch pail. All
are eager for their adventure o begin,

Upon entering the schoolhnuse there are
many oofis and ahliz as the children take
in their surroundings: the big bluck wood-
stove, the Union Jack, the old desks and
slates i from of them, the maps and
charts on the walls, a blackboard full of
cursive writing (unchirted territory for

By using drama in the classroom, students
bave a chance to improve their communica-
tiom and interpersonal skalls as well a8 their
critieal thinking skills. When they put them-
selves in the shocs of the students of long
age, they can see how much cur way af life,
and learning, has changed in the last 100
veurs, Big ideas become ngible and easy (o
grasp. ‘The programmc that the Schoolhouse
affers makes cur history real and accessible
e young learners. And above all else, The
Old Britannia Schoolhouse mukes |earning
fun! It is trulv a pleasure for me o he a part
af it

Megsarrs Crortiy



The Old Britannia Schoolhous:s

Brampton Fall Fair

rampton  Fall Fair e
Joped. three days of al-
mast perfect late summer
weather, Huge erowds
attendesd the event on September 4,
15 and |6, with the grestest numbers
being there on the Saturday and
Sunday. The Friends of the School-
house were fortunate to be a prime
position agein this. year, near the
“Petling Animpls” in the Livestock
Building.
A very imeresting addition to our
displavs this vear was the wvisual
presentotion by Joan Reid of her

research intoe the former schoals of

Caledon and  Albion Townships.
I'his was of pardenlar interest to 2
mmber of people who had attended
{or had a family member who had
pitended) one  of these schools.
Several of these one-room schooly
are still in exisienee in the area,
restored now for different uses.

Again, our reproduction toys were a
mujor altriction. This vear sow an
increased muumber of sales of these
items aver the last several vears, Mo
doubr they are being enjoyed now o
are awaiting o be opened on Christ-
mEs marning.

Children again enjoyed trying (o
write with 2 steaight pen and ink,

while sitting at one of our ald schoal
desks, Though quite popular, neither
of our volunteers noer the child's
mother were guick enough to prevent
a young mirl from learning the hard
way not (o exemine the hattem of an
open ink bottle!

Chatting with the wvisitors  makes
participation at the booth i
whether chatting with a student and
har pareat frem Herh Camphbel] PS
gbout the child's wvigit to the
schoolhouse earfier that week, or a
Former  Brampton  High  School
student of Jim  Polter (the  first
schoolmaster at The Old Britannin
Sehoclhouss) or members of the
Kalapaca family or 1the
Wigplesworth family wha attended
855412 (Britanmin School) and will
be interested inattending the 150th
Anniversary Eeunion in May, 2002

The interest shown by the public in
The ONd Britannia Schoalbouse, its
programme wnd the Friends of the
Schoolhouse events (s traly reward-
ing. Twenty three volunteers helped
at the Fair over theee days, One o
two of these wvolunteess were re-
warded by petling @ ride with Ben
Madill his 1904 Oldsmobile, All of
the volunteers deserve a heart-fek
thanks for giving their time at this
event.

2001 Ghost Walk

min  Friends of the O

Hrifaonie  Schoolhowse for an

cvening  of  old-Ffashioned

Halloween family  fun  om
Friday. October 26 from 530 10
#:30 pm,

All the old favouries will be back:
mask-making: pumpkin ezrving:
beastly buckets; bobbing for apples;
toasting  mecshmallows:  Hallowe en
Ringa; and Sinister Twister.

Hayrides. and wisits to the Huwnled
Schoolhouse will again take place
The Haunted Woods and Gravevard
have heen enlarped and are spookier
than ever, The pumpkin pinutas will
be swinging waiting for cager hashers
and  Wartzilla, the fortunc-telling
witch, has promised to make am
appearance,

Mew  attractions  this vear inolede
Warty Witch, The Scarccrow Toss,
Eyeball on a Spoon Race, and the
Hulloween Marble Throw,

The evening will conclude with «
Lucky Draw and 8 Costume Parude.

felow, left: Joan Reid with her dusplay
ot the Brampton Fail Fair;

Fight: Marjorie Madill and Judy Puther
bough demonstrate toys ot the Fair,




The Old Bratannia Schoolhouse

ales  were brisk at the

Brampton Fair, better than

any previous year, We hope

I wlso do well at the
Britarmia Fall Fair on Thanksgiving
weekend, Then we shall be searing
up for the holiday season.

Chur 20000-200 1 Mustrated Catalogues
are still available {Phone Eva at 903
459 9138 for your copy). We hope to
so0n have an update page of ilems
added since the printing of the cata-
logue, The new additions  inchede
pewter dice, cute flittle leddy bears,
and a lme of imteresting reproduction
fate 1%th Century optical toys, hese
include thaumatrope  disks. tlip

Safes Committee Repart

books, the magic wheel
{phenakistascope) and a kit 1o make
YOUT WL RenlTope,

Audroey Caryi, the arist whe las
produced the beautiful schoolhowse
imapes for our stationery products, is
doing twe new drawings — one of
children imside the schoalhouse and
another of children in the schoolyard,
These drawings will be made into
fine guality note cards as part of our
150th  Anniversery  initiatives  for
2002,

Mow is the ome o mark your
calendars for our Christmas events.
The Friends of the Schoclhouse will

be selling their wares in the Alrium
o 1A Brown Education Cuentre
on Thursday, Movember 15, from
10:00 aum, wntil 3:00 pom, Our an-
nual Chrisimas Open Hoose and
sale: of wares is on  Suncuy,
December 2, from 14040 pom, wntil
A1 pom,

Remember, if you nesd a

catalopue, of if vou wish to pur-
chise items from the eatalogue at
any time, phong Eva at o5 43u
9138,

viends of the Old Britan-

nia Schoolhowse are devel-

oping a heritage garden

an the Schoolhouss
erounds.

During the next fve vears the Friends
will establish hoth shade and meadow-
land gacdens of native wild flowers as
well as & Victorian flower garden
When clearing space

Heritage Garden

for the meadow garden we came
across the metal posts which Ben
tedadill remembers aoross this
section of the schoolyard durmg (be
19205 and 1930',

School pardens became very populir
during the 1920%, Such pardens were
considered to be cxecllent media for

teaching agriculturgl science,
An Ondario Ministey of Education
pamphlet in 1928 stated that the

school  parden "will  convinee  the
voung mind that the work of the
furmer gives scope for imelligence

amd scholarship and holds oo the
promise that a life of industry in the

country  will win rewards of
presperity,  independence  and
happiness”.

Ben Madill remembers  planting 2
vegetable parden behind  where the
present privies are. He recalls coming
t the garden during his  summer
vacalion o harvest  lettuce.  James
Proctor stated that his scheol, Caledon
Fast  Union. actually rented 2 strip of
land where students could plant
veetnhles.

Sometimes the vegetables could
be used for hot school lunehes
during the fall and winter, Car-
rots and turnips would be stored
by familics who lived nearby.
Eventually the Iriends hope to
eatablish o parden of heritage
froits wnd vegetahles

Far further information  call
Draryl Cook &l

D05-279-5896 or
dlenokiecho.pnnet or

Joan Reid at 905-277-3396 or

jem I mmaifaol.com.




The Obd Britanna Schoolhouse

MNewsletter Distribution.

id vou receive this newsletter, yet vou are not a mem-
her of the Friends of the Schoolhouse? Don't worty!
| Thiz vear, as a trial, we intend to show our apprecia-
ton o each teacher who has hooked o doy at the
Sehoolhouse by sending the Tour editions of our newsletier,

Your infercst may  he expanded sofficiemly w0 decide 1o
participate in seme of our ather activities, and o send home with
your pupils information sbout our Open Houses, 150th Birthday
Celebration and [Fée and our Heritape Week displays. Children's
wisits to these events could be valuable introdections or follow-up
tor their deyv at The Ol Britannin Schoolhowse.

Enjoy the newsletter. Share it with other teachers on sl Tell
waur pupils about our functions, Encourage them to bring their
parents, Come along yourself and take part in the fun we have al
this unique estublishment in Peel.

Any questions or comments may be addressed 1o the editor at
hrighols@ivahon con

Need to speak to the _
Schoolmistress? =

amongst the panticipants,

Are You g Grade 3 Teacher?

P ovou teach Grade 3, and you are look-
ing for matermls (0 asssl vou in your
Pioneer unit, take a leok in our Sales
Catalogue, where vou will find
numerons reproduction toys Trom deves of yore,

In her sales report elsewhere in this newsletter,
Fva Ardiel described some of the interesting
additions Lthat are now aveilable for purchase.

And the prices are very competitive! Similar
kems were on sale last wear at s Kikhener
Christmas Festival for as much as double cur
prices,

Phone Eva Ardiel at 9035 459 91358 for youwr
catalopee, of to place an onder,

Remember, Christmas & coming, and there are
gift supggestivns from our catalogue that will not
he Toumd inthe mall?

2002 SLATE Confevence
lanming is well under way for our hosting of the 2002 SLATE
Cenference, which will be held at The Old Britannia Schoolhouse,

The commillee presented & prometional package ot the Selkirk
comference in April, and this produced considerable interes

The 0ld Britannia Schoolhouse can be
contacted directly, by dialing

We are on the web at
www. brifanniaschoolhouse.org

B0 1010, ext. 2911

The Friends of the Schoolhowse wish to thunk the folfowing for their suppore:

g

Thie Mississanga South Historieal Society for their kind donation,




