Some Figures and
Facts:

Prurpils attending classes at The
(3d Britanniz Schoalhouse:
Jurury 386, Febrimry 463,
March 327 Year 2002 to date:
1178

i ey cares at The Cld
Britanniz Schoolhouse saw some
SIMHD pupils wttend the elass-
PO

Year

16 members yoluntesred their
time i be at our boodh al Squure
One during Heritage Week and 2
members represenied the Friends
of the Schoolhouse at the one-
duy Heritage celebration i the
Hramptan bluseum.

L

1 his newsletter s

1 published by the

<. Friemds of the
Schoolthouse cvery Fall,
Winter and Spring. in an
efTort 1o inform is mam-
bership, and the texchers
of  the Peel  Dhistrict
School Board of its ac-
tivities and evenis.
Editor: Brian Holstein
hrinhels@ yahoe.com
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A Life to Celebrate - James C. Potter, Esquire

t was with deep sadness that we

learned  of the  sudden,  yer

peaceful, death of Jumes O,

Poiter, FEsguire at his home in
Beamglon on Febrwy 12, 2002,

Wiz e indebted 1o Jim Potter for the very
gxistence  of The Old  Britannia
Schoolhowse as a living history site for
Peal students, Mot only was he the first
schoslmaster but as W_1 Lambie, u former
Teel superintendont put it, ©. . . the entire
project was stimulated by his creative
planning. He was the one person who
pushed us continueasly e tum this wdea
into 4 unique educational experienye for
Pecl students,™

1t was Jim who developed the schoothouse
programme, who enlisted his friend, artist
Aundrey Carvi, w0 design all of ihe
schoolhouse logos. sttionery, cerlificaies
and wonderfol drawings md who worked
with Hugh McPherson 1o funish  the
clussroomn. Many of the items in the
schooliouse are from Jm's own collection
{and he was 8 collector!) of rural schoal
memorabilia. The wooden feacher’s desk

the entive  project was
stimulared by his  creative
planning. He was the one
persan who  pushed  us
cantinnously 10 thrn this idea
inte  a  wnigue  educational
experience for Peel siudents.™

came from the old Bramplon High School
vin  lim’s  classroom  at Bramplon
Centennial Secondary School, The dunes
stool was used by his sister when she
warked inoa hamk. His mother's and
grandmother’s slates are displaved on a
sehoolhouse bulletin board - . snd on and
on. Detail afler detail and ifem afler item
were  meorpeculed by i into he
classroom  ond  into the progronime o
enrich the experience for the visiting
students.

Driring - Jim
sehoalmaster,

Poller’s 2% years  as
some S000 Peel shadents

were magically transported back m ting
by his drematio re-cnuctments ol wire
enchanted by his stores, aneodoles and
piano renditions. He liked to guote from
& favourite letter he received from a
grade & boy: “Dhear Mr Potter, 1 just
loved your old school and 1 loved you
and | hope you don't die before my Tittle
brother gets o chancs o come, “cause
hae'll Jove it foo™

Teachers and adehs who visied the
scheolhouse will remember being sorved
tea or coffee, with homemade goodies
{mads by Jim himself}, oh a silver tray
and using he Brampion Rese cups and
sipgers he had sabvaped from the old
Brampton High School staff room,

Jim's 46 g 47 vear professional teaching
career began as it ended, -in 8 ane-room
schonthose, thoewch hiz =alary improved
congiderably over the years. He staried
reaching when he was 17 years old in
Morthumberland County in 1938, o few
miles away from his Warkworth farm
hame, 2t a salary of $600 a vear. During
the forly some years bebwesn one-room
scheals he taught with the Air Foree in
Britain  during  WWIL for  the
Department of National Defence Schosls
in Eurepe, at a teacher traming college in
Botswanz, Africn, at the Creanore
Continuation Scheel, English and Latin
at the old Brompion High School and,
afler that school clesed, at Brampton
Centensial Secondary Sehool,

Jim Porter loved o feach. He knew from
his pre-school dayvs that he wanted fo be
u teacher, Although he was offered
promedicns over the vears, he opled o
stay in the classromn, He was the teacher
students never forgot. He was the teacher
who rekindled the spark of leaming in
many  students,  Llewd Dobson, o
colleague  from  his  Brampoon  High
Schoo] days, said of Yin at his retircment
in 1984, “I was alwavs impressed with
his ability to maotivate young people. He
alwiavs semed o find wavs of making
the programme live for them!™ Jim was
gwgrded il Queen’s  Silver  Jubilecs
medal  for exeellence  in elassroom
teaching. He once said, “The worst thing
wou gan be s a leacher is dull!™ Jim

Patler was cestainly never dull!

Jim embraced life with a zest and an
endearing semse of fun. He had so many
ralents, s0 many interests, =o maoy skills,
sa many friends and such a close-knit
family! Retirement gave him more time
and energy for all of fhese — but he was
always a4 teacher. He recently tock an
teaching a 15 year ofd boy Latin, He
commented that: “this hour is the highlight

“Dear Mr. Poiter, 1 fust loved
vour old school and 1 loved you
and I kope you don't die before
my fiitle brother gets a chance
to come, ‘cause hell love it
toa. "

ol my week becanse 1 osce the world
through the eyes of a teenager.”

Jim's interest in, his generosity 1o and his
caring,  Tor  others  was  genuine  and
enduring. He kept in touch with [riends
around the world and with 1 multitude of
sudents, Ower the years he  attended
literally  hundreds  of  weddings,
christenings, araduations and other special
cvents which former students wanted him
10 celebrate with them.

Jim Potter was a giant of a man!

I am so very grateful for having had e
gift of his friendship, | really, really miss
him..

Frer dretel
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Heritage Misssissauga
Showcase 2002

his mnual event foo | lzce-at
Square Une on Febinary 13, 16
und 17, “Fragmemls of our
Fast™ was this vear’s theme, 1t
wis i successiul event with exhibirs and
demanstritions by loc i

Very special honours are due o Joan Reid

for

hier endless hours of research  amd

schools. Many
igued  with  the
and  photos, Yes, we're

ied 1o foan whom we've
local historian!

dopted as

Ll

incere thanks to Eva for orcanizing the
sales table and for purchasmg  two
ropriate display boards.

Appreciation goes to Daryl for orgunizing
student volunteers froen loeal high
schools.  We're fortunate w0 have their
commitment o community servicel

Finally, we are grateful 1o our adull
volunieers — Eva Ardiel, Joan Reid., Kay
Raobbins . Jean Rebinson, Frances Kaye,
Jenmy Reberts, Shirley  Taad,

Cthy

Harper and Earl Bormer, Dagyl Cook,
lenderson, Linda Kenny, Mi

Crapér

Earm i jarie
Madill,  Marpsarel

Pollard for ther ps

Crenrgre Chgsdian

'||||||| Shorwcase
et have the services of Joan
ey on Sunday, Feh
had wvery capably
digplayed  information
pton Schonis! K,

WaER

Suacol” Ladder to
Beasth during Hevitage Week

From the Schoolmistress

'|'H'inE has fmally sprung at the
schoolhouse!l The  pussywillows
are oet, the snow has melted, and
the mice and nther creatures that
abit the classroom have mingly re-

ned o the great outdoors. | can fmally
breathe a'sigh of relicf s my la indocr
opponents are aoy ladvbugs and 8 vear
alds! A couple of months age, however, it

was & different story!

One senny dav in February (ves. things
were strange from ke cutset! ) 1 ebesinend
the slates and lined up the des 4]
pation of the duy's closs,

miliar scrumbling in the w

schoolhovse, Losking
twa Tittle paws pushin

ststen| - a1 k- pro
gress! By the time | bad ated him he'd
manage o omove the grale by at feast an
mch. A feet, clapping my
hemds andd my  long woaden
v i it le to dissuade

(e
periauter 1 his dire

him. 1 had te call for remforcements oF
co the prospect of the grate, and {he
squirrel, landing on the foor in the mid
e of class. While we do try W provide
an ‘authentic’ experience for the visimg
children - | thought this would be & bit
much!

Moments later. the costodiang arrived
with a ladder and g roll of duct iape.
ey did b d} j-;sll of I:||lisu: {hose

grates 1o the wall, O isitor did nat
seem the lepst bit concernad as his nose

ws were frequently gpolted poki
aut as the day went on. Nesdle
the children amd | come out of rele more
thun once th i

1o

b et for the day, being assured that -
mul control would “tak i’ hetare
next mornig. All they fosnd was 4 erow
I L, Ol rowdent visitor was never
1, ariel | haven't seen hide nor hair

Mepan Curtis

sitors ar the Frfends '
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tian [ 905 275 RO38), There are many former
p, o witend this evens

Celetwation of the Life of
Elzpwhers in thiz neamletter is

ned

L held in the atrium: of the HJLA. Hlown Cenire
Tickets will be available

1cated secondary school

studenit= who woluntecred ol Cihost Walk, the Christmas Open

Haouse,

and The Cdd Bri

nia Schoslhouse display

quare {ne

for Herilage Mississuuui,
wonderful resource and he wilh the
many of these evenls, We look forward (o seeing |
the spring happenin

EET ARAN A1

N

seeondary school students looking Tor velupreer opporunirics
tovward their community serviee eredi
suidanee epunsellor for information aboul velunfeering at The
Old Britannia Schoolbouse. Durvl Cook s the conve Ton
our Student Volunteer Comm For more information about
g','llin‘»__l rvolvedl in this pr t wou G atso comimet Daryl ot
dleockidecho-on.ne

an contact their sehool

o Wil wha are”
df oIt ey CVEMLE

25 for our 50" Celohration, the
and the Smawberry Socinl on

There are many oppest

I wou have not vel renewed your membership for this year,
lemse send in r chegue so that vou can comtmue oo be
e albond the happenings al The Schoolhouse. Remember
1o check off the section af the back ¢ form indicating how
your wauled like 1o help: Thank vou to all the people who gave
of their time and expertise at events at The Schoolbouse (his
fall and winter. We would love fo have you join in any aclivily
won choosg

Hopee o see you at one of the Spring Events

.l-l‘:-ar.-:; Dircarvrr nd | Parllereed, Aeneed oof weerk i ther Hleviiop

Week hivath be ‘s'c|l|.-.-pn- e
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Old Fashioned Family Fun
ol
The Old Britannia Schoolhouse
As we celebrate our
150" Birvthday

Saturday, May 25, 2002

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
No admission charged, bul a donation is expected

BaseFall Rope making

Croggued and Aorsesfioes fog sawing and ruol driving
Rofe playing in the schioothowse  Fish poned and other games
Tee cream making
Hubrbies and stilis

- .. .And (ots more Lo seq and do!

Spefiing bees

Ol fashiomed races

Tractor and wagon rides

For Sale: snacks and drinks; Triends of the Schoolfinwe wares,

Meet Queen Victoria on fier Royal Walkaboul.
Enjoy Refreshmenls, ‘Rirthday Cake and fucky Draws!

Comte and spenel LAz day in this rufy unigque ssLog from the past -
right! i He middle of Mississauga.
Bring a picaic funch or purchase food on site.
s576 Huroniario Sivest {Highway 10 at Matheson!
Pree Parking at 301 Brewn Tucation Centre {enter off Mutheson)
CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT.
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Need to speak to the =tauyP -
Schoolmistress? We are on the web at
www. britanniaschoolhouse.org

Heritage Mississauga

can be accessed on the inlernel at:

[he ONd Britunnia &EFIIM)‘::‘T:L}II:—.L' car be -rll’l‘]'.’ FOWWWL Ty s s issanTe, on.ca'heritame’
contacted directly, by dialing ;

390 1014, ext. 2911 O by phoning 903 615 4413

The Friends of the Schoolhouse wish to thank the folfowing for their support:

Eaelimestan: Rose Maric Beatty; Itz Jasinski Family; [\ 131
e Diwvksirn; Mafilyn Mewell; Bonors in memdary of Jim Hastor:
Peeathen Phair, Potler;

Marv Lowise Duncan;  Bonnie Fredenburgh;

Lynne Blasiatta;




