Spring, 2001

Some Figures and
Facts:

D01  has started well

with setivities w the

schoalhiouse:

Sales of Ben Madill's
book has lopped the 1000
mark. The profit from these
sales has reached  SS0O00;
10 Friznds of the School-
howse stiended the S.LAT.
E Coofeorence m  Sekirk,
again making ours the largea
contmpemi presents i looks a5
if we will surpass the 3000
howrs of volunteer work that
was reconded i 2004; 692
siudents  wisited the school-
howse during  Februsry asd
Miareh.

his. newsletter s
published by the
Frieeds  of the

Schoofhouse cvery Fall,
Winter and Spring, n an
effort 1o inform it mem-
bership, and the teachers
of the Peel Ditret
School Board of its: ne-
tivities and events,

Editor: Brian Holstein
briaholgiyahoo,com

The Friends of

Cueen Victovia Féte Expands its (Letivities

ween Vietoria will again be
celebeatag her birthday (s yesr
she ia 1E2) el The Old Britunnia

Schoolhouse on Sutarday, May 26,

Festivities nre scheduled to commence ar
100 2., end will Bnclude role plaving and
spelling bees inside the schoolroom, a mid-
way of tumeol=the-century games (i1 indead
milking a cow was considered n gamell,
horseshoes, ice crear making, & sales teni
and a food booth

As well, paests, both young ard old, con try
thear skills with gtilte, hoops, skipping and
old-fishioned races. A pick-up gume of
bascball will be played a8 11200 am

Fosmer Britenni pagil
Ben Modill will again
e aaniiting visdons to
make their own skip-
ping i with one of =
hiu many rope-miking I[ e
contrapthons, somes of
which are his own in-
wentions

Hnyriges will azam

operate fooa the school board parking lot,
taking passeagors on a tour throwh the Br-
sk Farm w e Sugar b o1 (e rear of
the property, A smalier ride will be offerad
by John Ewicker as b uses his antbowe -
ftor o corwvey people around the schoolyard
While older children and ndults may try their
akiills using o crose-cut =aw or pliying horses
thocs, tots will be able to make giant bublles
at a special area reserved for them!

Creem Victorin, sccompaniad by ber Ludy in
Wadting and ber Aide de Camp, will armive in
tizve to be entertained by scloolchildom durmng
a special programme commencing o 130 pm.
The children will sing
and recite Vigtoran
sonp nd verse, while S
others will performa  §
traditionn! Maypole
Danoe for Her Higk-
nEsE.

Following her cutting
of the Wrhday ke, the &3
queeen will invite the
audienice to lake ta
with her in the TLLA. Brewn Atrum, and 1o
wicw the work of the artisans who will be dem-
onstrnting their crafls throughout the day, Simi-
larly, tom and refreshmenis will be served in the
Asrisn from shortly afier 11:00 a.m,,

Her Majesty will be asking some of hor guests
to join ber for e, Uress Victorian, or smply
wear i Victonon hat. Yoo moy caich the
Guedn s atlention

An origine! porcelnn Victona doll,
drewied as the young dpacen by
Springficld Farm Studia, is being
raftled raflled, and the drww will be
iy micke lsfer i the day af the fSte.

Tichets will be availnbli ol the Fise,
o from any of the Friends eveou-
tive. The value of the costumied
doll is estinaled 1o be $200.00

The organuers are till in need of people who
e u'illinl; 10 give pa of thalr :h:- s volustoer
hl,“l’lﬂ{l 3.'1.1.}' h I'F:,'ru me avolnble for the &:.
o for o few hours, plesse phme Kay Robbins
w1 905 B9 4 506,

Whether ns a volonteer of o visitor, make sare
that vou come 1o The Q¢ Britannin Schaol-
house on May 26, Along with your camera,
bring your children or grande-kids. Let them
exporience the fan that was had in yesteryoar

The Old Britannia Schoolhouse
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Fxeculive Commiltee News

riends of The Schoolbouse have had a very busy winter planning the activities for this spring and beyond.

At the Annusl Awards Night Dinner oo Herimge Day, February 19,3001, The Friends of The Schoolhouse Associnfion
wiis given a Members' Choloz Award from the Missizssugn Hermage Foundation for the work we do in prosecting, pre-
serving and promoting The Old Britannis Schoolhouse and its programme for the children of Peel.  As members and
wolunresrs of “Friends™, | hope that you will take pride in this sccomplishment, too, It was a fitting climax to the Heri-
tage Week Celebrations. Thanks o the many people who volunteered their ime. the Friznds of The Schoolhouse o
Heritage Display at Cityside, Square One was a huge success. Georpa Christian, Joon Reid and Daryl Cook did
an outstaneling job of colluting and displaying muh information about former leachers and students of The Gid
Pritannin Schooflinuse and organizing the display for Heritnge Week. It was a very interesting few days listening
10 the wonderful storytelling of the variouws guests. Eva ond oor two student volunteers Noom and Dehlia mod-
elled the vintage clothes durirat the Fashion Show on Saturday. Thanks also o Kay Robbins for contacting volun-
tieers for fhe Heritage Showease and to all who participated in this event and & special thanks to George, Joam and
[Faryl

We now have a new school hand bell thanks o the kind donation of Helen Graham Suvage and ber hushand. We
are so fortunate to have “Friends™ such is these who help to sugment our growing number of artifacts at The
Schoathouse, Many Thonks!

At The Schoolhouse in early Apnl, lan Bell peovided a fun filled afternoon of stories aod songs about Omlano’s
History. He is always a delight and those i atendance at this event will rever think of Canadinn Fiistory as o dull subject or in
quile the e Ilghl again.

ing to leamn of so many fcilities tho! offer children and adults an opportunity to learn more about th.'p;all by [llr
- ticipating in o day at school loag age. Denald Macdonnld, nephew of Willism Pugsley Macdonald the fumous Ca-
madinn poet, presented & video about his illustrions ancestor whom many of you may hive heard reciie his poems
S at your high school, college or university, The old schoolloese i Selkirk, which Maedonaid 2ttended and s now »
musesm in hig bonaur, 18 5 wonderfil plice to visit if vou are i the Port Dover ares in southem Ontario this sim-
mer. Friends of The Schoolhouse will be hesting the 2002 SLATE Conference, April 15™ at The Scheolhoase and
the HIA Brown Centre. |1 vou woulkd |ike to help in any way with this Confermnee pleise contet Kny Robbins or
Jean Kobinson,

The Year 2002 will be a very signiflcant milsstone ki the history of The Old Britinnia Schoolhouse. 1t marks the | 507 year since
the building was omstruciad; the twentieth year sinvce the restoration of the Sdhoplhouse and the instigation of the present progrum
of ¢lass visits; and the tenth anniversary of Friends of The Schoolhouse. Naturally we are planning a number of events to oom-
memaornte this Year of Celebration of which you will hesr later, We need your help i contucting former pupils of 5.5 #12
{ Britamnin Schoolhmmne} for 8 School Reunion we will be hesting, probably in May 2002 1 you were o pupil of 5.5 £12 or know
of iy vabers who were, plense give us senll o we can inchode them in the planning
stzpes and invite them to the Reunion.

=

enjoy the festivities.  Brian Hoisiein, Margaret Draper and Hawley Johnston have ==
bseen working all sear organizing this event md it will be a kuge suceess, éspecinlly if
wi see you there. ‘Volumieers 4o alwnys welcome, 5o if Kay hasn't heard from you give her ocall and join the fun. (905 85K 4506}

Char final event of the year is the very popular Strawberry Social 1o be beld in the Atrhan of the Beard Office, Tuesday, June 26",
Be sure o get your tickets early to insure 8 piace ot this event. Call Koy Robbins for reservations, At the unchanged price of $5.00,
B st be the best barpuin sroumd,

An organization such as Friends could not eperate without the mary hours of volantesr time expended by many people, 1F you
hirve thought about joinirg the Executive Commitiee and have put B off waiting for a formal invitation, well here il is. Yoo are
imwilted 1o jomn our hard workdng crew giving what tme and expertise you hive to o very worthwhile case. Call Jean (905 826
3475 or Ewa (905 459 9138) mnd we will be glad 1o give you any informution about our wark.

Hove & sife and happy summer!

This year’s Queen Victorin Fete promises te be the best ever, Hu'hin‘lcsty-!}ueen \ W‘ﬁ ‘- x
Vietorig, 18 looking forward 1o her chance 1o have tea with vou on the oecasion of her Am !
I:Iﬂh:lly Thiere will be many inleresting and amusing things to éo s6 please come and _\“ :

A i

S Rodiason

The Friends of The 0Old Britannia Schoolhouse



From @ Hevitage Week display in Mississauga to a
SLATE I_’irr;ﬁm:m'-.'. it Neswick, Pntavio, e
fricnds of the Scheolhouse have een Busy premoting
Ghee Old Britanmia Schoolftowse amongal lecal weai-
derets connl aith gyoups from acvess soubh-weatesn
Cntanip. The Cld Beitannic Schoolfiouse will be
frasting the 2002 5. LA TE. Confenence.
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P
(f Teacher Fvam the Fast Schaalaisticss’s Rt
LTl T ua ring b e Schood- ™1 really thaughi 1 e
il has sprumg af ihe Schood- rarcally ahwcinge B L O AR
Schaolhouse Ii;:-rsq_'!' It started slowly, with the

hirde .u'ngmg i et i " Prerhaps you wendd ke o wisft Aliddle

Beiry coek: il e @ ptockrn sehoal
.wr} 'H'Iedll! ﬂll.i[b!: \'l‘lw tha ||rf}- |nli!.|‘llrl. crmwlimp nonores W3 NPy Gt e 6 IR 3 S

fted The Ofd Brittinid o focr, md the desks, and the slstes, What is most striking, tough, b the albun-
Schoolhouse an - Saturddy,  sig dhe sun s shining, the forsythin isin  dant coriosity that cach class brings to the

April 14, The Emily oF gy bloom and the windows tre open to et Schoolhouse. Esch duy | am faced with a
Luelli and Allen Jolineon amuted e e wnem breeze flons ihrough the roor. It myriad of questions. and it is this oergy
visit a5 part of their parens” 60 weds oy like only yesterdoy that there were  tnd enthusiasm for learming that | find con-

"L!'”‘-!. niversary, celebration .Hriltnn- big fist snowmien in the yard, and puddles:  santly refreshing. The Old Britanmin
nin School wos o significant piace o gom dripping boats in the cloakroam. Schoolhouse gives visiting students the op-
theti Whar n ditierance n ssaxon makes! powrtiinity in be active learmors - be lerm by

chving, riter than ‘watching a video o
readingy from o book. This unicpc ap-
progeh and stimulotng environment often
reguires skills that pee difforent tothose of
the students” usual classroom routine, Asa
result, the programme give many chils
dren ~whao might nomally retire i the
frimges - 2 chance o shine. By achally liv.

Luelta, then Luclln Paisley, wmoght 8l gyers nowoand then | receive a special
Britumi School from 1939 10 191 puckape of letters from my “pionec™

The Johnsans livad on a farm at the charges reminiscing about o recent visi
wanfii-casl commer of Britmnin Bowd  aposg are Giled with tank-vou's and talk
ond Hirontario Strees, O day, afle o1 the fun they had with the old fashioned
four o'clock Allen Johnson, one of the o0 or the stilts.. Ovocasionally though, |

fine-looking Johnson bays, walked 4y come neros a line warth shuring, such
with mend down the road (o the g

schoolhouse where his younger sib- ing through o school day of losg ago, niot
Tings were tnught by Miss Paistey, the Dok o for goirg hock in time, Schoof- omly do they leam sbou the lives of chil-
pr&h.— voung schoal teacher, He asked  miivirers " dren in rumml 19th Ontario, they also bave

the chanee 10 lenm somethng new about

her for “a doie”, She accepeed. I v ol x Ve J
i P ew glad | ped to et voue Ve mu be e R L

seeis to hive been Slove w Bral g ol pionecr foff

sight”, because on April 12, 1941 they Mesnenin Crartix,
were marriad. . Allen sald that miny of

their dates had to be “on foot™ as there Neian Hobolein sings he St
were nine in his mmily and they only -

that brought childwen [rom the
fax nonth Gucenstand into
their clasoyoom. (I the time
that this schoal opevated, chif-
duen would vide their Rovoes
meuty  mileso—bancback, and
with scoeval sifilings om the
same frovoe. The leachier Rept
a close eye an the weatfer, as
most childven would have to
foud creefia that would Be
prone to flooding.

Most teachens weve from Eng-
fand ox Tueland, and theiy fes-
very generous donation to the Friends sans would #ﬂm an thels

of the Schoollouwse, It was an honour ﬁﬂmﬂdq W‘- than an
to open the schonlhouse for this visie (Tustvalio.

b s car

On this 60" anniversary celebeation
Allen and Lueila, their children, grand-
children and great grandehildren filled
the old desks at the schonlhouse, Al
len’s brther fohn mnd kis wife Mory
dlao attended.  As Mary is Luella’s sis-
ter, that walk that Allen (ook down the
mad 1o the shoolhowse in 1939 glso
benefited his brother John

Luellu’s benwtiful handwriting in the
schoolhouse's Visitor's Book certninly
indicates that she must have been an
excellent moded for her pupils badk in
1939 10 *41, when the quality of hand-
writing was high by snlued

We congmiule Loslin and  Allen
Johnson on their special anniversury
ind extend 1o them cor very best
wishes, 'We thank their family for their




For Your Diary:

i!w:e ¥al 4 pom. Friends of the Schoolluwese Mmmg

Moy 13 The CHd Brinnnin Schoalhouse is apen from
130} b 400 PM

May 26 - The Queen Victoria Féte

Jume 10 The Old Britannia Schoolhmese s open from 1:00
400 PM

',I.um 12 ni 4 p.m. Friends of ¢he Schoolbouse Meetin il

Jure 26 from 1130 10 2.00 p.m, — .ﬁ'.tmw.‘wrry Sacial
1 e Alriun ol the Pegl [Hstricd Schioal Boand

A

One-Room Schools in the
Australian Outback.

uring my recent visit to Australes, | had the opportu-
mify to visit two me-room schoolhouses - one by design,
as it wis where | spent my first six years of schoal, along
with my lll."lll!t.::.th.‘l;:ll’!‘ and afler me

This waz a disippointing visit. The school had been sold, temed into
i weekender by an ownes who visited rarely, Cmne were tie cricket
pitch, the old outhouses, the school gardens that we tended atmos
daily, bt especially every Friday afiernoon. The oace open cliak
room wis now & covered —and lecked —storage room

The teachers résedince was nlso iy private hands, md her hospitalay
allowed me to look through several documents from the Wallarobba
P& O, (Parents and Citizens), Most inferesting were ihie results of
seversl pienie eventa, One of my sisters was ihe winner af a broom
throwing contest with a throw of 75 feet! Pty her husband!

While driving through ootback OQueenstand, | discovered another
one-roomer. This one, at the Workers' |'||-.‘|‘|IJ’|.E_'1.' Cenire in Bar-
caldine, had been transported from the north - from the Guif Coun
try. |l was entirely different in its noture.  Yes, Rovalty locked down
al the pupils, the maps of England and lreland covered the walls,
rules ﬂr}:'\;nhl conicluct were in constant view. Bul the windows!

This sehool came from an arsn where hot and dt:r were the consinnt
wenther descriptors. { The school holideys coimeided with most of
this wet segson). Two walls were windowed almost in entirety, and &
huge dootwn’ opened onlo 8 spacioas verandal

Also mteresting were the school desks. Such furmitre was soppl iod
by the community, and no two schools kad similar scecommoditions
for popils. At this school, the focals el built long desks and seats

The 1930
Britannia

(/s remembered by' Al
|en Jodmisan )

Fuzzy wuzzy, hundy
gwrdy. xis boam bah
We wre the Ky from
Rriteraniy,

Da we fove ir?

Well, [ poess,
Rritannia, Britonnia,
yes, pes, sl

The Heritage Garden Project.

Ihe Friends have recertly initiated o project 1o establish 1
D Mg gardai. Schouol pardens wene an iniponait pait of
o child"s edweagion n the carly 1'WH0’'s and many people
who are mow in their T0's and 80°s will remember digpzing.
planting, weeding and harvesting in their schoolyard pae-
dena. We plan to creafe & garden of aative plants at The
(d Britannia Schoolhouse that diildeen of this generation
TN EXPOETWETIoE and iy,

Currently we are m the carly planining stages and have been
encouraged nnd nssistéd by sindl from the Mississaugn
Branch of Well and Cullen Murserice

Partners and supporters

ntetil for the Support of Weanll and Cullen is e
'\.'i1Ei|sF in |lc|[n':|||.: i Lo realize our dream, We welcome
any enthusiastic gardaners who would like ta help s oreate
and maintain our hersage garden. 1 vou are mberested in
becaming kivalved please comtact one of the fallowing
peaple. Your help will be greatly apprecisted and we can
Euaranioe that yos will have lots of fun

B0E 27T 3396
S 826 3475 jeanrobidliotmall com
% 270 5806 dicook@echo-on. net

Joan Reid
Jean Robinson
Ih!:.'l ook

that would seat eight pupils

What & vision—rows of barefooted kids sented and leam-
iy, while outide cicadig snng in the searing hest of the
Austratinn bush

I can hear i, 1 ¢an picie it st

The Friepds of The 0Old

SELCANnNIAa
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Luelba Edith Faisley Ghe Johnsan Childven
wells Fdith Paisley taoghit o Brivmnia Schoel fom at Britannia Schoef.

1536 w0 1941, Prioe 1o that, she had tought o Bleoming=

dale fior live years for $500 per year When she tught ot

Britannin, her salury was $800 per vear, with room und
board at the school G with the Ellis Family

Afier her first wear st Britannia School she recesved o rakse to $%00 per
vear, i 10 payments of $90 per month.

Luells Paisley married Allen Johnson on April L2, 1940, a) her par-
ents’ home in Bloomington. Allenond Luella met while she was
teiching his younger siblings at Britmania School.

Luelln stopped teaching ofter she was mamied, and she found a teacher
friend to finish the year &t Britmnia

he Johmson children anended Britanmia

Schoal fram 1930 0 1944, lohn and Allen

worked together as coretakers of the Britan-

nin School for 1 wage of $50.H per year.
(At thot time o hired man would work a 10-hour day
for $1.00) Their job included sweeping the floar
daily, washing anc oifing the floor in the sEnmer
cleaning the windows and starting the fire so that by %
a.m. ihe classroom would be warm diring the winler
When lohn and Allen gradusted. they passed the job
o0 to dheir younger brothers and sisers.

The Johnson children worked together as & family,
and held the position of caretaker from 1930 to 1944
When Bill and Florence took over, the yearly salary
went up b0 57500 per vear. Afier Bill pradusted,
Florence ook over the job by hersell. Wih her
475,00, she bought her first horse:

Their fnther, Mernll Clifton Johnson, wos o school
trustie at Britannin School from 1934 o 194)

Need to speak to the
Schoolmistress?

Membiexships

cmberships renewals for 2001 sre now due

IF wim sire ot of Uie few Friends whe has not vet revewed,
please tuke the time 1o rectify this today

If your muiling lobel his a “00% o it, then your member-
sh P 15 already up-to-date.

I'he O1d Britannia Schoolhouse can be We are on the web at

comacted directly, by dialing

890 1010, ext. 2911 www.britanniaschoolhouse.org

Friends of the Schoolhouse gratefully acknowledge the generous donations of the following people

and organizations:

The folfowing have made donations to the Friendyof the Schoothose sinee the fan Newsletter was publiched:

Martle Laishley Opani Mudalige
Mississaugn Scuth Historical 5o0- Win Ciguere

clety Anng Reyemfl

Audrey Baird Sheila Morthover

Amy Wilkan John & Mary Johnson
Kay Robhins Family of L& A. Johnson

Kingswood Dr. School Council
Dorothy Woods

Alba Falconi

Karen Simimons

The Friends of The 0ld Britannla Schoolhouse




