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Favewell, Schoolmaster Veenstrva, and
Welcame, Schoolmistress Cuxtis!

n the spring of this year, the

Friends of The Old Britanmia

Schoolbouse  learned  that

scheolmaster, Tom  Veenstra,
would not be returning in the fall, as he
was successful in his application to attend
Teachers” College in 20002001

aur

I'he tall, imposing figure of Schoolmaster
Vernsirn who stood st the [ront of the
clnssroom for the last two years will be
missed by those who visil the sohoolhouse

A zenrch was |1|1|11L:d1nl¢13 undertaken and
several interviews were conducted. In the
end, Kevin Doran and Eva Ardiel were
suecessiul in obtoining the services of Me-
gan Curfs

Megan comes by her job as schoolmistress
quite honestly, as three of her four grand-
parenis had waught in oneroom schools

Mepan has followed her Honours degree in
drama from Queen’s University with her
Masters of Arts degree in Educational
I'heatre At the Mew York University

Her love for drama becomes obvious when
one bears of Megan's experiences to date
which include working in varving copici-
ties in theatres m 1 oronto, Kiny,:ﬂml, New
York, Cork, Irelind and London, Much of
this work hos imvolved devising and imple-
menting Edvcations] Theatre curricula o
n woricty of subjects and grade levels,

Comitunity programmes hive alsé befe-
fited from Megan's efforts, being mvolved
i diverse groups ranging from Campaben
Asaisinnt for the United Way in Petérbor.

ouph and Administrative Assitant 1o the
Aleheimer Sochely
Camp
Camp

i Kingston 1o being
Administrator ot an Faster Seals

Ohor new schoolmistress talks of Ber passion
to provide voung people with the opportis-
nity 1o learn through deama
of combining this passion with her interest
in Canadian history wall be an asset 1o her
position a5 Schoodmistress Curtis at The
Ol Britannin Schoolhouse

Her excaiemen
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HALLOWE'EN FUN FOR THE A Millennium Project:
WHOLE FAMILY. What Does 2000 Look Like?

n Saturday, Cetober 28, the Friends of The Old ith the yeur 2000 being the focus of

Brtanmin Schoolhonse are holding an evening fenching for many in the [ast school year,

of Hallows"en fun for voung and old alike. The the staff of Brigrwood Junior Public

fin will begin ot 6:00 pov and continue until School came up with o novel ides 10 show

a:00 pom their students what this "Magic Namber™ would look
= In keeping with the historic nature of the :Ilu l'“'.h ot .,-. Il:u t_l"_'“ _I"j:“' 'L‘L_.:d h_l I\r:rqull:l l
ew pennies and together each class would amuss 2000

,]P sdhoolloitse 1k way bl m 1552) cents or $2001, As with many things that the staff of

i the activities are old-fashioned and s H 3
- : Briarwood tackles, their expectaiions were soon ex-
imclude  toasting  marshmallows, 3 k
/ L cecded by their students’ enthusinsm. By veéar's énd  the
L4 carving pumpking, candy Tie Tac Tog,
hayrdes, costume contest, bobbing for

peniy collection for the whole school had grown o

45,150
apphes and visiting the haunted woosds and

outhouse Mow came the problem of what to do with the money!
As overy Brimrwood stoll member is o Frend of the

Schoolhouse, Wavne Freeman, & stull member and on

A highlight of the  eveming

will be the Ghost Walks, during which the §
y the Schoolhouse core committoe, suggested thal this

narticipums will meet figures [rom Peel’s
f " . would he n suitable place for the money o be

past. Alio expected to be an attraction is
the new aotivity = the Frankenstein Piiata

)\ Bash.  There will be lucky
. door prizes for adults and chil-
dren ¥ou have been gererous to us in the past with your do-
nation of the double desk and & large wooden oy box
and now we will make good pie of your millennium pen
nies 1o keep the programmee in the Old Britannia Schial-
honse alive.

Al our Annual Mecting in July, Wayne prese
chegue to the Friends in the nmount of $451.50

Thank wou, students and siafl of Briarwood Sch

Snacks and dnnks will be pvailable a1 o
Fov cont

While The Old Britannia
‘4, Schoolbouse s on I R
Hurontario Street, visi-
o 1ors should make use of the
free parking a1 the ILLA
B Brown Fducation Centre B8
,' which has sccess from Matheson
il Hivid

Admission is free, but donations lowards ea-
pelses nre apprecialed

In ease of min or snow, the event will be simply post-
poned until Oclober, 2001

* Kevin Doy s deeply tnvodvecd by gansllny cosnred gn the
Krreniberry Social i June,  Kevin had [y B TP |
Kty ritimemend coy Oo-ordinnpives of e cenire oo it

arnd Tradrifeng
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Executive Committee News

» & change of colour 10 the old maples at The Old Britun

utumn has arrived bri
= within The Schoolhouse, as well. We welcd
amme. | hree

e the new Schoolmistress,
af M

unity 1o fallow in their fon

t asset 1o the pr
. -

his studies af University of Toronto, Faculty of Education and we
Daryl Cook, who has so ably gusded the Executive Commuttes Tor the p
Friends of The Sel

1sh him cvery suc-

lom Veenstra is pursuing

ST WO Vedrs. i

cess in his new endesvour
handed the gavel on to Jean Robinson. Thank vou , Dary| for all veur work on behall
Museum and Archives Convenor, and Convenor for a new Com

wal honse

[xary| s still very active in her roles as Past Chair
mittee, Stodent Volunteers

A st of the yenr's events was sent with the Photo Newsletter

This year promises 1o be o very active and exeiting one
'

ends and Valunteers mounted an infi
w lulk abowt the Schoolhoo

umpion Fair in eurfy September

tional display 2t The B
i the Salesd

el Photos!) F

C'R WRTSS an joy 1he fur
ed 1o break

wis

Ay sl

good opporiunl
1 milk oor special cow, Kumour has

Friends" were i

wwatchir e child
s of catthe the first morning of the fir. Do late Septe Joan M wnd her eaterers v el
2 the Mew Retirees oin T iponsored I"." he EWT0O { Retired Women Teachers of Ontaro) al S Patrnick’s Church

a Sehool

ahle 1 visi Md Hrit
anks 1o all the volunieers who make

ther time when the public w
Li'd Bees. Mamv i

The Britannin Fall Fair swirs o
wme Role Plaving and Old Fashioned l1'|\| 1

i Miss
hoviise i
gvens possibl

Xpericnce §

[usteer 1o help with an event such as catering, Hallowe'en Ghost Walk, Clueen Victoria
{ work”™, Pl 9051826

hitul and carn

aps you would like 1o v
all interests and abilities. “Many hands make [l
w working with such mierestin

Th CCia |

' There are jobs |
ona on the Executive Comnuities. Yoo will ¢

prop

Apprecile e suppon

rd 1o-my term as Chair of the Friends and | welcome any sugpes

1S, COMIMISLs

| am ¢ertamly looking
vl have about our activities

Hiope s s you soon

Jean Robinson

Arowm

fury
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Britwnmia Fall Fa

nee apmin the Sales committe: offercd

Lheir wares [or sale al the Queen Victoria

te, the Strawberry Socwml and the

ploi Fall Chur odd=Tashoned

AR Saturday )
¢ ndded snme new

both from  pur-
I Viercmpdar 28 20001 Tiies

¢ Lheim
Sehoolljomise Mecit

200 [lhus i Vivmertibes £5 SN Can

! WTW mpker will be ot the schoolhouse

A copy will be

voril to cach sehool a1 the
bepinming of MNovember
I wou would like & mer- 4 -

F Cderaamndrere o, SO0 Sunidoy) hrsimns (ke H

onal copy, please phone

The CHd Beritannin Schoolhouse
Eva Ardiel nt (5057 450

Al of our merchandise
plus wome special ivems, will be offered for sale at
wr annual Christmas Open House on Sun-
tday, December 3, 2000, from 1:00 frm. Lo
4:1M) pom.,
1nd
in the Atrium of H.LA. Brown Education
Centre on Thorsday, MNovember 30, 2000

Fromy 10200 @.mi, to 3200 pom,

Faniarg: §
S i
Sy F4, 5

UEE |5 Open
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Friends of the Schoolhouse —
A Frenzy of Activities and Changes.

he Friends of the Scheolhouse have been very

busy since our last regolar newsletter in the

sprimg. Many ol our Tunctions have required the

pssistance of volunteers, o whom we dre very
grateful for the many hours they provided us.

A specinl thanks poes 1o Kay Robhins for organizing the
Strawberry Social, o8 well as John Emerson and Ray Hosty
who provided entertaimment for this event with “golden old-
ies” on prano and violin,

There ix o spectal thanks 1o Hawley Jolhnston for again o
masterfully playing the rabe of Queen Victoria at the Féte.
A highlight of the fEte in May was the participation of stu-
dents from Willinm G, Davis Senior Public School, under
the leadership of Catharing Marchand and Janct Antclifle.
They performed nnd assisted with poise and palish! Thanks
nre also exlended o Robert ). Lee Public School for lending
us therr popecorn machine. and 1o John Zwicker for fravel-
ling all the way from Flesheron with his antique tractor o
provide rides around the schoolvard.

Daryl Cook graciously hosted our annunl mecting at her
home in Julv, The new executive wis able 10 review plans
for the year's events and o nssess work that needs (o be
carried out to and at the schoolbouse.  The anmual mecting
usually becomes an all-day Tunction, providing the Friends
the opportunity Tor lengthy discussions not possible ot our
regalar mectings

Already this vear we hove ot up displays and sctivitics ot
the Brampton fall Fair. We were again located nenr the
farm animals and petting o0, making ws subject to a ot of
iraffic and exposure.  Our location also provided us with
lots of flying sawdust, straw and Girm odours! 10 was o
greal opportunity to chat with the community about the
schoolbouse and its programmes, while children experi-
miented with our many Wvs, practised their writing skills

with pen and ink at an old school desk, and tried their skills

ot milking our very own {albeit woeden) Holsicin cow

Ui Thanksgiving weekend we opened the schoolhouse each
dity 10 give the Britannin Fall Fair visitors & chance 1o lenm
aboun the schoolhouse and to be involved in mini role play-
g activitics.

Apart from our bidding farewel] 10 Tom Veenstra and wel-
coming Megan Curtis 1o the role of schoolmistress, several
ather positiones changed personnel,

Kevin Doran, the Co-ordinator at the Centre for Education
and Teaining responsible for The O0d Britannia School-
house retired from his position during the summder.  Friemds
of the Schoolhouse truly appreciate the advice, assisance,
encouragemend and caring Kevin has given over the years.
We look forwnrd now o working with Hemry Vonder
Griendt, who has replaced Kevin,

Dary] Cook, our chair fior the past twao vears, has completed
her term. ‘W pppreciote her hard work, organization, di-
rection amd generosity. She contin- o
s 1o be an active and “”h"'. |
sinstic member of e ex- 2 4
coutive.  Our new chair- B
person is Jean  Hohin-
son,  and  George @
Christian  has  npes
cepled the position of
Assistant  Uhair
Jeans ivolvement with (Txk .
the schoslbouse  pre- g i
dutes Friends” days, being one of several
teachers who spent many alter-school hours sasisting i de-
veloping resource moterial for the school programme, such
% our senies of mini readers

Teresa Conraler. Superintendent of Programme Services, is
yet another person who was welcomed 1o our September
meeting. Friends also look forward 1o a productive soorking
relationship with Tercsa
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A Sign of Success!

o editor, on visiting Willinm G

Davis Sentor Public School recently,

spoke to several of the puplls whe as-

sisted ot the Queen Victona Féte, ei-
ther on stage or on the grounds. | asked them
whether they would be willing 1o participate
ngin.
Although one of their teachers, Madam Mar-
chand, I8 mow lesching in Cambredge, On-
Taren, the ;mpih_.' TESPONSE WS UNATIMEUS:

‘In o moment!”, thev all agread. They found

the expericnee to be fumn, different and just on-
Juvable.

e

Need to speak to the
Schoolmistress?

The Old Britannia Schoolhouse can be
eontseted directly, by dinling

(905) 890 1010, ext. 2911

It’s Almost that Time Again!

e

hristmas is coming! 1he drop in tempera-
tures, Thanksgving Hallowe'en all herald
the season that will arrive in just a few
months!

11 you are looking for “something differem” for o child =

s (or perhaps & grandparent), then take the thime

1 lowik i 2000-2001 Mastrated Catalopnse s repro-
duction toys and merchandise from by-pone doys.

Young and obd alike stop by our public displays to
marvel at the toys, and to remember lang past
childhoods in which these items plaved their pan.

Batteries are not includiad — thes"re simply m
needed!

Browse throtigh our catalogue. favailable from Eva Ardiel al 905 459-
915%), or visit us in the Atrium of the H A, Brown Education Cenire
on Thursday, November 30, 2000 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 pm or
at our Christmas Open House at The Old Britanmin Schoolhouse on
Sunduay, December 3, 2000 from [ 4N p.ome 1o 400 pm

We are on the web!
Bookmark our webpage:

www.britanniaschoolhouse.org

Friends of the Schoolhouse gratefully acknowledge the generous donations of the following people

and arganizatinns:

Tt findfrrurnmgy Aurve iude: abomotiony io tine Friemds of the Schoofhouse since the fisr Newofertor wor pubiichedf

Briarwood Public School (re: mil-
lennium pennies)

Opani Mudalige

The Insinski Family

Robert Marshal|
Judith Harris
Husse Foster
Valerie (loner

Hazel Salman

Karen Simmons

Streetsville Historical Society
Strectsville Senior Citizens

We extend o special thenks to Willa and Ross Mueriy for donating a most Interesiing " Chatagna {n-
dustrial Art Desk — A plan ta promote the culture of work and play inhe home. " The dexk was patented
in T885 and copyrighted in 1913, Jr way produced and diseributed by Lewis E. Myvers and Co,, Taronto,

Special ks are alse extended io Dovid and Norma Collis of Woodford, Ciario, jor their domaion of
avery large tent. This tent was put to immediole good we as our sales pavilion at the Queen Victoria

1"-1.-’h'.




